THE BUDDHA AND HIS TEACHING              9^

conquer me.'1   The Buddha's own   life is an   example   of
the fact   that we can here  and  now attain perfect  peace
and  happiness  by  strenuous   endeavour and at the same
time   work for the welfare of the world.     The bodhisat-
tvas are angels of mercy and knowledge, who have indefi-
nitely   postponed their  entry into nirvana for the sake of
helping suffering humanity.     The   great   bodhisaltvas like
Avalokitesvara and Manjusri decline to enter nirvana so
that they may be able to alleviate the sufferings of the world.
The bodhisattvas are the emanations of the Buddhas and have
a beginning.   They are not creators of the world but are the
helpers of mankind.   The Buddha himself was not a creator
but only a physician, a saviour who prescribed a method of
salvation.   The  bodhisattva  ideal  answers  to  the  Hindu
conception of the avatara. The qualities of the bodhisattvas
or the paramitas are liberality, morality, forbearance, rapt
contemplation and transcendental wisdom, and to them were-
added later five others: intuitive knowledge, strength, resolu-
tion, skill in teaching, and compassion.   The emphasis here
is more on liberality and compassion than on endurance-
and strength.

The Mahayana believes in the doctrine of turning over
of one's merit to others. It insists on the interdependence
of all life and so allows that the merit acquired by one may
be devoted to the good of others. No man lives to himself
alone.

THE METAPHYSICS OF THE MAHAYANA

Like the Advaita Vedanta, the Mahayana thinkers
believe that the Absolute is beyond all determinations and
can be described as Pure Being, sucbness, bhuta-taihatS, or

I. Santideva's Sodhicaryavatara (7th century AJ>-), E.T. (1902), by
Bamett, gives instructions to be followed by those who would wish to become
bodhisattvas. They must cultivate the strictest morality, patience, energy,.
meditation, and knowledge. They should have devotion (bhakti) to the
Buddhas and the bodhisattvas. They should make over to others whatever
merit they may possess or acquire and offer themselves as sacrifice for the
salvation of all beings.